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MetaLib Management Interface

• Web-based interface for resources
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Navigating the KnowledgeBase

Resource List
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Navigating the KnowledgeBase

Find Resource
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There are three types of MetaLib Resources:

MetaLib Search and View: 
search via MetaLib interface
number of hits in MetaLib interface
result list in MetaLib interface
full record displayed in MetaLib interface

MetaLib Search and Link: 
search via MetaLib interface
number of hits in MetaLib interface
link to native interface to view results list

MetaLib Link: 
Link to native interface to search the resource

Types of MetaLib Resources
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MetaLib has a KnowledgeBase that holds technical and descriptive data 
for the resources accessed via MetaLib

Each resource in the KnowledgeBase has the following:

Resources in the KnowledgeBase

Information Resource 
Description (IRD) record

• Mandatory

• Includes descriptive, 
local information 
(ie. your cataloguing record)

• What the user sees in
MetaLib

Configuration record 

• Required for ‘Search and View’

and ‘Search and Link’ resources

• Contains programs and rules for 
* searching records
* retrieving records from  
resources 

* constructing OpenURLs 
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Resources in the KnowledgeBase

IRD Config
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• Every resource in MetaLib needs a ‘cataloguing record’ in the Local 
KnowledgeBase

• This is the Information Resource Description (IRD) record

• The IRD consists of a number of tabs:
• Subscription
• Presentation: Primary
• Presentation: Secondary
• Presentation: Library
• Local
• Categories
• CKB Hints & Notes

• The only mandatory fields required in the IRD record are:
• Full name
• Display name
• Institution

The IRD



10

The IRD – Subscription
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The IRD – Presentation: Primary
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The IRD – Presentation: Secondary
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The IRD - Presentation: Library
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The IRD - Local
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The IRD - Categories



16

CKB Hints & Notes 

• Resource Configuration 
Notes:

• Set-up information for 
resources 

• Information to localise 
the Authentication field 
and Hostname:port field

• Information about any 
oddities found in the 
resource when it was 
configured for MetaLib

• Search Hints for the user:

• Information about how 
the resource varies from 
MetaLib’s standard search 
syntax

• Release Notes:

• Information about 
changes made as part of 
Central KnowledgeBase.
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Resources in the KnowledgeBase

IRD Config
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• Configurations are required for resources to be searchable 
within MetaLib

• Depending on the configuration, your resource will either be:
• Search and View 
• Search and Link

• Configurations are based on different types of access 
methods:
• Z39.50
• XML
• HTTP

• Configurations are provided as part of the MetaLib CKB

• Tools are also available to create your own, local configs

The Configuration
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The Configuration
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IRDs

Required for ALL Resources

Configurations

Required for MetaLib Search Resources only
Linked directly to an IRD record

Resources in the KnowledgeBase
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MetaLib consists of a two KnowledgeBases, containing all 
the technical and descriptive information for the resources 
accessed in MetaLib

1. Central KnowledgeBase:
• Every MetaLib installation includes a copy of the CKB.
• The CKB is maintained by Ex Libris and cannot be edited by 

the library.
• All resources in the CKB are inactive.
• Ex Libris provide regular updates to the CKB. 

2. Local KnowledgeBase:
• A local copy of the CKB is created for each institution.
• Resources in the LKB are those localised, activated and 

displayed to the user for searching.

MetaLib’s KnowledgeBases
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CKB IRD Record
(inactive)

Local KnowledgeBase
(EXL)

Central KnowledgeBase
(METALIB)

Configuration
(stored in CKB)

Local IRD Record
(active)

Configuration
(links to CKB copy)

linked

local copy
made

MetaLib’s KnowledgeBases
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MetaLib’s KnowledgeBases

• A copy of the CKB is always maintained in the 
METALIB institution  

• CKB resources (owned by the METALIB 
institution) cannot be edited

• Institutions can edit CKB configurations by 
making a local copy of the config in their LKB
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MetaLib’s KnowledgeBases
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IRD 

Record

IRD 

RecordConfiguration
Record

Configuration
Record

IRD 

Record

IRD 

Record
IRD 

Record

IRD 

Record
IRD 

Record

IRD 

Record
IRD 

Record

IRD 
Record

• Configuration records can be linked to more 
than one IRD Record

MetaLib’s KnowledgeBases
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MetaLib’s KnowledgeBases
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inactive

CKB (METALIB) 
IRD Record

Configuration Record

Single Site

EXL       
IRD Record

Institutional RecordsMaster Records

active

MetaLib’s KnowledgeBases



28

Exercise 1 –
Navigation

Hands On

Navigate the MetaLib KnowledgeBase
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Setting up your resources 

4 Steps:

1. Gather information

2.   Localise, add or copy an IRD

3.   Create, link or copy Configuration record

4.   Activate, test & make corrections
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Step 1 – Gather information

• The Central KnowledgeBase is installed with the 
MetaLib Software and serves as the basis for 
your Local KnowledgeBase

• Using the data you have gathered, you can 
activate and localise resources in your Local 
KnowledgeBase

• Resources that aren’t in the CKB may be added 
and configured by the library
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Step 1 – Gather information 
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Setting up your resources 

4 Steps:

1. Gather information

2.   Localise, add or copy an IRD

3.   Create, link or copy Configuration record

4.   Activate, test & make corrections
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

When the resource is included in the CKB and
has automatically been copied across to your 
LKB during  
an Update.

Localising a resource
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Localising a resource
Names

Secondary affiliation (group)

IP filter

Link to native interface

Proxy Server flag

Hostname:Port

Database Code

Authentication

Link to records in interface

Cataloguers note

Alternative Links

Primary Presentation

Secondary Presentation

Library Presentation
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Localising a resource

Categories

Two panes

• Left: update categories

• Right: View categories   

For updating the resource 
categories

• Select categories 

• Assign sub-categories to the  
current resource
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• New feature for external update resources in 3 

steps: 

• Export IRD’s to an Excel sheet

• Updating the data in Excel

• Re-import with the changes

Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Update or Activate Resources
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Why?

• Ideal for activating resources in new 

institutions 

• Easier to update multiple resources using Excel

• Excel sort by vendor/status etc

• More fields than the global update

Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Update or Activate Resources
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• Step 1 – Export

• Choose institution

• Select specific fields to export

• Enter email address

• Important notes:

• Works for one institution at a time

• Exports the entire LKB (or CKB in MetaLib institution)

• Available in the Initial & Ongoing Menus

Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Update or Activate Resources
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• Step 2 – Excel update

• Save file from url in email

• Choose what resources/fields to update

• Fields made blank will overwrite existing information

Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Update or Activate Resources
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• Step 3 – Reupload

• Save file as Unicode

• Only rows in file will update

• Get email report

Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Update or Activate Resources
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Update or Activate Resources
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Update or Activate Resources
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Adding URLs to IRD fields

• It is possible to add URLs to selected 
descriptive fields in a resource’s IRD

• URLs can be added to various IRD fields, 
for example:

• Presentation: Primary – Description

• Presentation: Secondary – Alternative name

• For a complete list of the relevant IRD fields,
please refer to the Resource Management Guide
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Adding URLs to IRD fields

• Two ways to implement:

• 1) Linkable descriptive text (URL not shown):

• Output: 
“United States National Library of Medicine (NLM)”, 
where the text itself is a link to 
www.nlm.nih.gov

• Syntax:
“@@Uhttp://www.nlm.nih.gov@@DUnited States National 

Library of Medicine (NLM)@@E”.
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Adding URLs to IRD fields

• Two ways to implement:

• 2) URL within a description (URL shown):

• Output: 
“Pubmed was developed 
by NLM www.nlm.nih.gov in 1967…”

• Syntax:
“Pubmed was developed 
by NLM @@Uhttp://www.nlm.nih.gov@@D@@E in 
1967…”.
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Exercise 2 –
Localising KB 

records

Hands On

Localise a record in your Local 
KnowledgeBase
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Global Updates - Allow changes to more than 
one IRD at a time

Localising a resource
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Global Update Examples:

• Ebsco changed the address of their Z39.50 
server. All Ebsco resources update in 1 go

• A vendor’s site is temporarily unavailable.  
Change IRDs or configurations Inactive. 

• Add authentication string to all CSA databases

• A CKB Update releases a new configuration for a 
resource used by 20 of your institutions. Use 
“Global Updates” to switch all IRDs to the CKB 
configuration.  

Localising a resource
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Global Update – Change status

Localising a resource
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Global Update – Change Hostname:Port

Localising a resource
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Global Update – Expand View

Localising a resource
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy an IRD 

• If resource is not in the CKB you can add it locally

• Used for “Search & link” resources

• Used for “Link only” resources

Adding a resource
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy an IRD 

Adding a resource
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy an IRD 

Adding a resource



55

Step 2 – Localise, add or copy an IRD 

Adding a resource
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Exercise 3 – Add a 
resource

Hands On

Add a resource to your Local 
KnowledgeBase
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• Two types of Copy

• Template – Uses the IRD as a template for a 
different resource within the same institution 

• Replicate – Makes copy of same IRD to 
different institutions

• Template Copy is available via the      button 
on Browse and Find lists

Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Copying a resource
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Copying a resourceTemplate:
Uses the IRD as a template for a different resource 
within the same institution
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Step 2 – Localise, add or copy IRD 

Copying a resourceReplicate:
Allows a Central Administrator to ‘push’ IRDs to one or 
more institutions



Thank You!
leonard.wright@exlibrisgroup.com


