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• Access Method to configure Search & Link 
resources 

• Only one search box can be used

• All searches are done using the “All fields”
search type

• Ignores search terms in second search box

• Search uses HTTP

• “Screen-scrapes” the number of hits

• Links to results in the ‘native’ interface

Welcome to EXTERNAL_JUMP_SIMPLE
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• Can be used in:

• Find Database Module 

• QuickSearch Module 

• if QUICK_INTERACTIVE = ‘Y’

• MetaSearch Module

• if META_INTERACTIVE = ‘Y’, then the results will be 
displayed on the intermediate screen 

• If META_INTERACTIVE = ‘N’, then the results will 
show up in the results by database 

Welcome to EXTERNAL_JUMP_SIMPLE
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How do we EXTERNAL_JUMP SIMPLE?

1. Identify link to-syntax

� Base URL (Hostname:Port)

� Request Parameters 

� URL Mask

� HTML Hit Pattern

2. Create the IRD

3. Add a new external_jump_simple
configuration

4. Test!
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http://www.musicaustralia.org
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http://www.musicaustralia.org/apps/MA?function=searchRes
ults&searchInitiated=true&scope=scope&simpleTerm=jazz
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• The part of an HTTP request that does not change, 
generally up to the question mark  

• Usually the domain and path to the search page

Entered in the ‘Hostname:Port’ field of the IRD

http://www.musicaustralia.org/apps/MA?function
=searchResults

Base URL

1. Identify link-to syntax
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Request Parameters

• Separated by ampersands (&)

• Search terms and other required fields which change 
depending on the search

• Stated in the format “parameter=value”

Some Request Parameters may be static for 

MetaLib searching, so can be added to Base URL

&searchInitiated=true&scope=scope&simpleTerm=jazz

1. Identify link-to syntax
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• Modifies Request Parameters to act as a template for MetaLib

&term1=TERM1

Entered in the ‘URL Mask’ field of the 

configuration record

URL Mask

&searchInitiated=true&scope=
scope&simpleTerm=jazz

1. Identify link-to syntax
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• How are the number of results displayed on the website?

1 to 20 of 3080

• Check these possibilities… are there different hit patterns?

• One hit

• Fewer than 10

• More than 1,000 – Does it include a comma?

• Zero Hits

HTML Hit Pattern

1. Identify link-to syntax



12



13

• Hit Pattern is taken from HTML Source

• Look for the hit count in the page

• Find enough of the HTML code to make your variable string 
unique

Entered in the ‘HTML Hit Pattern’ field 

of the configuration record

HTML Hit Pattern

1. Identify link-to syntax

<h2 class="briefresultsheading">Resources 
<span class="recordset">
(1 to 20 of 3080)
</span>
</h2>
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• Use a regular expression to indicate the hit pattern in your 
config

1 to 20 of (\d+)

• Or use a non-numeric pattern

(.)

• MetaLib will translate it to “Hits were found”

• Use if the website does not report a number of hits

• Use if MetaLib can’t access the HTML due to frames

• The expression between parentheses is the hit pattern to be 
extracted

HTML Hit Pattern

1. Identify link-to syntax
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HTML Hit Pattern
• Frequently used regular expressions:

1. Identify link-to syntax

Or|

The preceing element must appear four times{4}

The preceding element must appear one or more times+

The preceding element may appear zero or more times*

The preceding element may appear zero or once?

Match a space or tab\s

Match a space[ ]

Match a number\d

Match a number[0-9]

Match any letter (capital or lower case)\w

Match any lower case letter[a-z]

Match any one character.
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How do we EXTERNAL_JUMP SIMPLE?

1. Identify the link-to syntax

� Base URL (Hostname:Port)

� Request Parameters 

� URL Mask

� HTML Hit Pattern

2. Create the IRD

3. Add a new external_jump_simple
configuration

4. Test!
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2. Create the IRD
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How do we EXTERNAL_JUMP SIMPLE?

1. Identify the link-to syntax

� Base URL (Hostname:Port)

� Request Parameters 

� URL Mask

� HTML Hit Pattern

2. Create the IRD

3. Add a new external_jump_simple
configuration

4. Test!
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3. Add a new external_jump_simple configuration

Create new configuration
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3. Add a new external_jump_simple configuration

The configuration record
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How do we EXTERNAL_JUMP SIMPLE?

1. Identify the link-to syntax

� Base URL (Hostname:Port)

� Request Parameters 

� URL Mask

� HTML Hit Pattern

2. Create the IRD

3. Add a new external_jump_simple configuration

4. Test!
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Test within configuration

4. Test
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Test within Metalib User Interface

4. Test
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• Resources using any of the following cannot 
be configured using EXTERNAL_JUMP_SIMPLE

• Cookies (Sometimes)

• Session IDs

• Authentication other than IP or embedded HTTP 
(a pop-up box as opposed to a web page)

What can’t be configured
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Using Firefox “Web Developer” Toolkit

• Firefox can determine if cookies are being used

• Download the web developer toolkit

• Go to the website in question

• Run a Search

• Click on Forms

• Click on Convert Post to Get – this displays the 
search

• Click on Information 

• View Cookie Information
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Web Developer

Firefox Web Developer – view link-to syntax

http://muse.jhu.edu/search/search.cgi
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Web Developer

Firefox Web Developer – view link-to syntax

http://muse.jhu.edu/search/pia.cgi
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Web Developer

Firefox Web Developer – view link-to syntax
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Web Developer

Using Firefox “Web Developer” Toolkit

http://muse.jhu.edu/search/pia.cgi?action=search&search
type=basic&firstsettings=section1%3D0%3A%3Asort%3D
0%3A%3Ashow%3D0&search1=walpole&section1=docum
ent&sort=rank&show=10
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Web Developer

Firefox Web Developer – view cookies
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Web Developer

Firefox Web Developer – view cookies

Has cookies, 
therefore can’t 
configure with 
EXTERNAL_JUMP_SI
MPLE 
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Web Developer

Firefox Web Developer – view cookies

No cookies, therefore 
can configure with 
EXTERNAL_JUMP_SIM
PLE.  
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Exercise 5 – Creating 
a configuration

Hands On

Create a EXTERNAL_JUMP_SIMPLE 
configuration



Thank You!


